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What is the Project About? 

 

Until recently there has been two distinct gonorrhoea epidemics in Australia, largely affecting men 

who have sex with men (MSM) and heterosexual Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander populations 

in rural locations.  Since around 2012 and perhaps earlier, a resurgent epidemic has been identified 

among heterosexual men and women, especially within urban populations in Eastern Australia (The 

Kirby Institute. HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmissible infections in Australia: annual 

surveillance report 2017). 

 

Early research questioned whether the epidemic was a testing artefact, and has since examined the 

biomedical, clinical and treatment aspects of the epidemic.  Genomic analysis has suggested 

behavioural changes may be contributing to the rising notifications in heterosexual men and women 

such as transmission from men who have sex with men (MSM) to the heterosexual population 

through bisexual men.  Anatomical spread of the disease (genital, ano-rectal and pharyngeal) 

suggests that there is infection transference but the behaviour causing the transference is unknown.   

 

This study aims to addresses the dearth of behavioural data by interviewing women recently infected 

with gonorrhoea to identify current behavioural practices that may contribute to the epidemic.  We 

hope that the results of this study will help in understanding the epidemic and inform future research 

and appropriate health promotion initiatives.   

 

We are aiming to enrol practitioners from at least one sexual health service and 10 to 15 general 

practices where there is a high volume of female patients with gonorrhoea, to provide research fliers 

to eligible patients.  

 

We aim to interview up to 20 eligible patients who are referred by enrolled practitioners.  We will 

further interview up to 10 enrolled practitioners about their observations of behaviour related to 

recent heterosexual gonorrhoea diagnoses. 

 

Who is doing the Research? 

The project is being conducted by Associate Professor Linda Selvey and Ms Rachael Brennan from 

the Disease Prevention and Control Division, School of Public Health, University of Queensland and 
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is funded by an internal grant from the University of Queensland. The only costs to you for 

participating in the research are your time. If you are asked and agreed to participate in an interview, 

you will be offered a $30 voucher to compensate you for your time. 

 

Why am I being asked to take part and what will I have to do? 

We are inviting you to take part in the study as your practice or service has been identified as having 

an interest in sexually transmissible infections, a high volume of patients with gonorrhoea or patients 

who come from high prevalence regions. If enrolled to take part in the study, we request practitioners 

provide a research flier to each eligible patient.   

Patients are considered eligible if they are female, aged 18 years or over, are not current sex 

workers, and during the period of the study have been diagnosed with gonorrhoea using Nucleic 

Acid Amplification Test confirmed by culture and samples were collected using endocervical, self-

collected vaginal, pharyngeal or ano-rectal swab. 

In addition, up to 10 practitioners may be further requested to participate in an interview.  It is 

expected that each interview will be up to 30 minutes in duration, and arranged at a suitable time at 

your practice. Interviews will be de-identified (coded), will be audio-recorded and transcribed 

verbatim for thematic analysis. Interview transcripts will be available on request. 

In the interview we will ask you about your observations as a treating practitioner of behavioural 

factors that might have contributed to recent transmissions of gonorrhoea in heterosexual population. 

 

We will ask for your permission to audio-record the interview so that it can be transcribed. You will 

not be able to be identified from participating in the study.  

 

Are there any benefits to being in the research project? 

The research aims to identify factors contributing to increasing gonorrhoea incidence in urban 

heterosexual populations in Australia.  We hope that the results of this research will help to inform 

an understanding of the resurgent epidemic, and assist with design of relevant and appropriate 

health interventions.  

 

Are there any risks, side-effects, discomforts or inconveniences from being in the research 

project? 

There are no foreseeable risks or inconveniences from this research project.  We have been careful 

to make sure that the questions in the patient and practitioner interviews do not cause any distress 

to participants. 

 

Who will have access to the information? 

The information collected from patients will not be identifiable as it will not be necessary for patients 

to provide identifying information. The information collected from practitioners in this research will be 

de-identified (coded). This means that we will remove identifying information on any data and replace 

it with a code. Only the research team have access to the code to match a practitioner’s name if it is 

necessary to do so, and this will be deleted after the interview has been completed.  Any information 

we collect will be treated as confidential and used only in this project unless otherwise specified. The 

following people will have access to the information we collect in this research: the research team 

and, in the event of an audit or investigation, staff from the University of Queensland Office of 

Research and Development. 
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Electronic data will be password-protected and stored on a secure drive at the University of 

Queensland. Any hard copy data from notes made during the interviews will be kept in a locked filing 

cabinet.   

 

The information we collect in this study will be kept under secure conditions at the University of 

Queensland for 7 years after the research has ended and then it will be destroyed.  

 

The results of this research may be presented at conferences or published in professional journals. 

You will not be identified in any results that are published or presented.  

 

Will you tell me the results of the research? 

A summary of research results will be provided to all participating practices.  

 

Do I have to take part in the research project? 

Taking part in the research project is voluntary, and even if the practice has agreed to take part, you 

can withdraw from the project at any time, and this will not affect your practice’s relationship with the 

University, staff or colleagues. If you choose to leave the study we will destroy any information 

collected unless you tell us not to.  

 

What happens next and who can I contact about the research? 

To obtain further information or answer questions on the study you may contact: 

 Associate Professor Linda Selvey, Division Head, Disease Prevention and Control, School 

of Public Health, University of Queensland 

 Ph: (07) 3365 5281 

 Email: l.selvey@uq.edu.au 

 

If you decide to take part in this research we will ask you to sign the ‘Consent form – Practitioner 

sharing research with patients’ to indicate that you agree to participate in the research project. You 

will be given a copy of this information statement and the consent form to keep. 

 

If you are invited to provide a further interview, we will ask you to sign the ‘Consent form – Practitioner 

interview’ to indicate that you agree to participate in the interview.  You will be given a copy of the 

consent form to keep. 

 

This study adheres to the Guidelines of the ethical review process of The University of Queensland 

and the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research. Whilst you are free to discuss 

your participation in this study with project staff (contactable on 3365 5281), if you would like to speak 

to an officer of the University not involved in the study, you may contact the Ethics Coordinator on 

3365 3924. 
 

 

 

 

  


